Coo perman
Traditional and

Concert Fifes



uring the Renaissance the fife was
commonly known as the Swiss Pipe
due to its widespread use by the
Swiss Infantry, although it was in
on use as a martial signal instrument
ughout Europe from the 14th century
d. In the 18th century fifers and drum-
were often required, in addition to their
ispensable military duties, to provide music
both formal and informal dancing.
uals for the fife containing hundreds of
ular airs first appeared in America in the
18th and early 19th centuries; the tunes
often of folk origin, and Celtic influences
especially well represented. Although the
played an important role in the military
ing the American Civil War, this instru-
t had long since found its home in civilian
. Today the fife is an instrument enjoyed
ly by corps playing traditional marching
es, folk artists playing music representing a

e variety of cultural influences, and wood-
d artists playing complex early music and
dern arrangements.

fife shop uses only the finest instrument
de grenadilla and rosewood to handcraft
fessional model Cooperman fifes, and

gs the same level of commitment to quality
ur student models in persimmon and FDA
roved plastic.

ts traditional form the fife is made of a

le piece of wood with a simple cylindrical
e and six tone holes, with no keys; some

es of the chromatic scale require half-hole
erings. In its contemporary form, the fife
ade in two pieces with a profiled bore and
one holes, with no keys; the added register
es eliminate the need for half-hole finger-

s. Fifes are traditionally named for the note
t sounds when the first ﬁngering on the

is played; the chart for all fifes is written
h this note, low D, all fingers down. The

t popular and traditional key is Folk Bb, so
t Bb sounds when this low D is fingered.

s 'Folk Bb" is equivalent to a "Concert Ab'";
tis, if the key of the fife were named as one
Id name the key of a flute, it would be

ed an Ab fife.

NEW
Concert Fifes

hese contemporary style

Concert fifes are

designed with a piccolo

style bore and up to 10
fone holes, providing for an
improvement in infonation and
ease of play of the chromatic
notes, relative to the Traditional
Model fifes. While a six hole fife
will play every note that a ten
hole fife will fKe addition of the
extra holes allows the fifer to play
without hal-hole fingerings. Al
fifes are crafted of the finest instru-
ment grade exofic hardwoods,
with sterling silver rings. Each fife
is provided with a wooden slider-
lid box along with a cleaning
stick and cork grease.

Cooperman Concert Fifes

The Cooperman Concert fife is
known for its mellow low register
and very powerful upper register.
We make this modefm both
grenadilla and rosewood.

Six Hole Model The fife
has the traditional 6 tone holes,
with several notes of the chromat-
ic scale requiring the use of
half-holes.

Ten Hole Model The
Cooperman Concert fife features
the 6 main tone holes with 2
pinky register holes and 2 thumb
register holes.

Cooperman
McDonagh Fifes

The McDonagh fife was devel-
oped in New York by John
McDonagh over 40 years ago,
and is a widely popular
instrument. It differs from the
Cooperman Concert fife primarily
in the design of the bore and the
placement of the finger holes.
We are hohnored fo hoveb/\/\t
McDonagh's support in bringin
this dossi?: fife bF()JFt):k fo the mgorkget-
place. We make this model in
grenadilla.

Six Hole Model The fife hos
the traditional 6 tone holes, with
several nofes of the chromatic
scale requiring the use of halFholes.

Ten Hole Model The
McDonagh model fife features
the & main tone holes, one of
which is doubled with a register
hole, plus 2 pinky register holes
and 1 thumb register hole.
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